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L
ast week we learned an 
administration whistle-
blower reported that 
the President made an 

allegedly dangerous and inappro-
priate “promise” to a leader of  a 
foreign nation. 

Donald 
Trump’s re-
sponse, as has 
been the case for 
previous reports 
of  wrongdoing, 
was predictable; 
he first denied 
the accusation 
and later sug-
gested there 
would be nothing 
wrong with such 
a conversation.

 He then asserted this was part 
of  a Democratic witch hunt.  
Thus far it appears that Trump’s 
response has been successful, 
failing to arouse Republicans in 
congress to object and push back.

Watching the media’s ongoing 
discussion of  this recent event, 
as well as the outrage expressed 
by Democratic leaders, should 
be a cause for concern. It may be 
another reason for Democrats to 
worry about the outcome of  the 
2020 election.

While it is still unclear who the 
Democratic nominee will be, and 
while I do not have a preference, 
I continue to believe the Demo-
cratic rhetorical strategy must 
include the following cautionary 
notes:

(1) Avoid getting taken in by 
and becoming part of  the media 
distractions regarding additional 

congressional investigations and 
the possibility of  impeachment, 
all of  which don’t resonate with 
voters—and according to many 
polls tire and turn them off.

(2) Concentrate on the handful 
of  states (perhaps 6-7), especially 
those won by Trump in 2016 by 
less than 80,000 votes, focusing on 
issues like wages and healthcare 
that impact and hence matter 
most to voters in those states.

(3) Remember that extreme 
ideological positions—like 
Medicare for all and taking away 
people’s guns—while potentially 
helpful in winning a nomination 
frequently don’t work well in a 
general election campaign; these 
ideas play directly into President 
Trump’s hand and as seen in 
recent ads already are a major el-
ement of  his rhetorical strategy.

(4) Learn an important lesson 
from the 2018 midterm election, 
recalling what issues and voters 
resulted in the Democratic vic-
tory. Issues like healthcare were 
more instrumental than attacks 
on President Trump’s wrongdo-
ing and unethical behavior.

(5) In the same vein, refrain 
from taking congressional ac-
tions that might hurt those Dem-
ocratic House of  Representative 
members who won in Republican 
districts in 2018. Many of  those 
seats could be vulnerable de-
pending on what the Democratic 
controlled House does between 
now and 2020.

(6) Be assured that President 
Trump’s base is motivated and 
will vote. They are willing to 
stand behind him regardless 

of  what he does.  His rhetoric 
emboldens them, especially by 
suggesting what a Democratic 
president would do to run their 
lives and take away their choices.

(7) Keep in mind that Inde-
pendents, women (especially in 
the suburbs) and Blacks are an 
essential component of  a 2020 
Democratic victory. If  these 
voters, many of  whom voted for 
Obama in 2012 and then Trump 
in 2016, stay home, it is hard to 
imagine a Democratic path to the 
presidency.

(8) Do not assume that groups 
who historically haven’t voted 
will suddenly show up. For 
example, while youth turnout for 
Beto O’Rourke in the 2018 Texas 
senatorial race was far above av-
erage, there have been too many 
times when Democrats took for 
granted they would vote yet in 
the end did not.

Admittedly there may be a 
tradeoff  between taking actions 
to stop a dangerous, unethical 
and possibly unlawful president 
and putting together a rhetori-
cal strategy to win the election. 
It is sad that this seems to be the 
case—but in fact it is.  Therefore, 
to remove this President from 
office ultimately may require po-
litical pragmatism to trump (no 
pun intended) taking the higher 
moral ground.   

Richard Cherwitz is the Ernest S. 
Sharpe Centennial Professor in the 
Moody College of Communica-
tion and founder of the Intellectual 
Entrepreneurship Consortium at the 
University of Texas at Austin.

What do you imagine when you think of  the 
word, “power”?

Physical prowess, the might of  an individual 
or a nation, or do you conjure up something 
immaterial such as the power of  a person’s 
character or will?

What is true power? Is it the physical, the 
mental, or does it transcend these ideas? 

I believe it does. And I believe we witnessed 
one of  the greatest visible effects of  that power 
this week. It wasn’t in the heated politics in 
America, Hong Kong, or Britain, nor any sport-
ing event, or even an inspirational story of  
someone overcoming the odds through sheer 
force of  will. No, we saw the effect of  true and 
lasting, eternal power being exercised in a 
young man who sat in a courtroom, holding 
back tears as he spoke. 

Brandt Jean sat, a year of  waiting for justice 
after his brother, Botham, was shot and killed 
in his own apartment, facing the very woman 
who killed his brother and upended their fam-
ily, offering her something the world is unable 
to comprehend and unwilling to give: the for-
giveness of  the Gospel found in Christ alone.

“I know if  you go to God and ask Him, He will 
forgive you,” Brandt told his brother’s killer, 
Amber Guyger, through tears. “I love you just 
like anyone else and I’m not going to say I hope 
you don’t and die.”

While people chanted outside and Facebook 
filled its feeds with people decrying or defend-
ing her, the soft-spoken brother of  Botham 
spoke the most profound words the world will 
ever hear, “Give your life to Christ,” he said, 
echoing the Gospel of  forgiveness that has 
been preached for more than two millennia. “I 
think giving your life to Christ is the best thing 
Botham would want for you.”

He then turned to the judge and asked if  he 
could give her a hug. The judge obliged and 
the same woman who a year ago took another 
man’s life received an offer of  the Gospel of  
peace and a hug from the very brother of  the 
man she killed. 

Often the brightest beauty shines in the midst 
of  the darkest tragedy. When Christ was being 
crucified, He prayed to His father, “Father, for-
give them.” Stephen said similar words in Acts. 
And throughout church history we have wit-
nessed that same power to ask God to forgive 
the very same people doing so much harm. This 
week, it continued in Brandt Jean. 

Individuals and governments have the power 
to make people do things against their will. 
Only God has the power to take a heart of  stone 
and replace it with a heart of  flesh, changing 
our very will to love what He loves, and forgive 
as He forgave. That is true, divine, everlasting 
power.

Take time this week to note the responses 
to this action from Brandt in various news 
outlets. Watch as people attempt to explain this 
action that transcends human nature. What 
Brandt Jean said and did will reverberate 
through the years. I pray Amber does indeed 
repent and give her life to Christ. And I thank 
God for this beautiful picture of  forgiveness we 
saw in a Dallas courtroom this week.

Brandt Jean is following in the footsteps of  
his Savior; I pray we do the same.

JOSEPH HAMRICK
Commerce
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Want to play parlor games?
Texas candidates who want to 

run in 2020 don’t have to declare 
their plans for another couple of  
months, leaving time for all sorts 
of  crazy twists and turns before 
the election ballots are set.

Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. is the filing 
deadline for 2020 candidates in 
Texas. Here’s a lesser-known 
rule: Nobody can officially file to 
run for office until Nov. 9. All of  
that means nobody has paid the 
entry fee and signed his or her 
name to get on the ballot; many 
have started campaign finance 
operations, but those filings don’t 
put a candidate on the ballot.

The reasons for running, or not 
running, are still being created. 
On Monday, U.S. Rep. Mac Thorn-
berry, a Clarendon Republican 
elected in 1994, said he won’t 
seek another term in office.

That particular development 
doesn’t create much opportunity 
for Democrats; Thornberry’s dis-
trict is strawberry red. He won 
reelection in 2018 with 81.5% of  
the vote — with both a Demo-

crat and a Libertarian in the 
competition. But for ambitious 
Republicans, it opens a door that 
has been locked for a quarter of  
a century. People will be filing 
for that election now who, with 
Thornberry in office, wouldn’t 
even have whispered about it.

Open seats like that — Thorn-
berry is the sixth Texas Repub-
lican member of  Congress to 
decide it’s time to collect that fat 
congressional pension — prompt 
changes in plans. 

Three of  those — Thornberry, 
Mike Conaway of  Midland and 
Bill Flores of  Bryan — represent 
districts that would be difficult 
to impossible for Democrats to 
win. But three — Will Hurd of  
Helotes, Kenny Marchant of  
Coppell and Pete Olson of  Sugar 
Land — are in seats Democrats 
could win. 

They had hard races in front of  
them, and each of  those districts 
would have been on the 2020 list 
of  battlegrounds with or without 
incumbents in the field.

Those aren’t the only possibili-
ties, or even the biggest.

After Beto O’Rourke made a 
2.6-percentage-point race out of  

what was initially supposed to 
be another landslide win for U.S. 
Sen. Ted Cruz in 2018, political 
people across the spectrum see 
potential they didn’t see before.

A three-term member of  Con-
gress virtually unknown outside 
his El Paso district came that 
close to knocking off  an extreme-
ly well-known incumbent who 
had, two years earlier, finished 
close to the top in a GOP primary 
for president.

That was big news for nobodies 
everywhere. Lots of  Democrats 
were hoping O’Rourke would 
take another crack this year and 
challenge U.S. Sen. John Cornyn.

He ran for president instead, 
though some Democrats have 
suggested he should get out of  
that race and run for Senate any-
way. O’Rourke has been emphatic 
about staying where he is, and he 
did a pretty thorough job of  qui-
eting that talk in the most recent 
presidential debate with the line, 
“Hell, yes, we are going to take 
your AR-15, your AK-47.”

None of  the other Democrats 
in that race would endorse that 
line, and it’s an even harder sell 
in Texas.
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