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interest that enhance 
revenues for govern-
ment and private inter-
ests at the risk of  public 
safety.”

A 2005 Virginia DOT 
study found: “The 
cameras are correlated 
with an increase in total 
crashes of  8% to 17%.”

A Texas Transporta-
tion Institute study 
found that the vast 
majority of  red light 
camera tickets are be-
ing issued primarily for 
split-second violations 
where collisions are not 
occurring.

All of  these studies 
undermine the argu-
ment of  local entities 
operating these systems 
who say that red light 
cameras are completely 
legal and effective at de-
terring unsafe driving 

behavior.
During the hear-

ing for SB 653, many 
friends present right-
fully pointed out that 
the grandfather clause 
(only included in the 
committee substitute to 
get a committee hear-
ing) should be removed 
to make the cameras go 
dark immediately. In a 
second, but very short, 
hearing we successfully 
removed the grand-
father clause so that 
now SB 653 and Rep-
resentative Jonathan 
Stickland’s HB 1631 are 
identical companions.

Either SB 653 or HB 
1631, if  signed by the 
governor, will end red 
light cameras in Texas, 
and we removed the 
offending clause so that 
municipalities cannot 
continue to operate un-
constitutional camera 

systems. 
If  a municipality has 

as its objective in-
creased public traffic 
safety, then there are 
many non-punitive, 
simple and inexpensive 
measures available to 
actually make the traf-
fic flow environment 
safer for motorists and 
pedestrians WITHOUT 
trampling Constitution-
al rights. 

Many municipali-
ties have significantly 
reduced intersection 
accidents by longer 
yellow-light durations, 
adding 1 to 3 seconds of  
all-red time, and other 
visual aids.

No more excuses. It 
is time to end red light 
cameras in Texas.

Hall, R- Edgewood, rep-
resents District 2, which 

includes Hunt County

 GOP can no longer ignore tie from Trump talk to hate crimes
herald-banner columnist  |  a texan’s view

L
ast week, 59 
gravesites were 
vandalized 
with anti-Se-

mitic symbols and lan-
guage at 
a Jewish 
cemetery 
in Fall 
River, 
Massa-
chusetts.

Sadly, 
this is 
only the 
most 
recent 
example 
of  the kinds of  intoler-
able acts that have been 
committed over and 
over the past few years 
by those full of  hate and 
bigotry. Why do they 
keep happening? It is 
imperative that we keep 
asking: Is President 
Donald Trump at least 
partially accountable 
for this anti-Semitic and 
racist behavior?

It’s a question I posed 
in a column last Au-
gust, published in the 
Houston Chronicle — a 
column that went viral 
when it was shared 
by Dan Rather, a well-
known, highly revered 
journalist whose career 
began in Texas. 

Some claim that 
Trump’s quasi-racist 
discourse and penchant 
for stoking fear and 
division are unrelated 
to the behavior we saw 
in Fall River. Or the 
behavior we saw in 
Christchurch. Or Char-
lottesville. 

Or even in Houston, 
when vandals scrawled 
swastikas and President 

Trump’s name on a 
statue and a section of  
the Berlin Wall at Rice 
University.

But such an argument 
— that President Trump 
isn’t at least partially 
accountable — ignores 
the well-documented 
capacity of  public 
rhetoric to empower 
and embolden despi-
cable people to come 
out of  the shadows; to 
make it safe for them to 
act on their once-hidden 
prejudice and anger. 

For more than 40 
years, I’ve studied 
and taught courses in 
rhetoric and communi-
cation at the University 
of  Texas at Austin. The 
focus of  much of  my re-
search has been on the 
persuasive influence 
of  political discourse; 
this work documents 
the ability of  language, 
whether by design or 
effect, to inflame emo-
tions and either directly 
or indirectly trigger 
and incite behaviors 
that often go against 
our established norms.

Let me be clear: There 
have always been anti-
Semites and racists in 
the U.S. There always 
will be. This is related 
to the inherent nature 
of  the human condi-
tion. So it would be silly 
to assert that President 
Trump somehow cre-
ated these attitudes or 
caused these acts. 

But we must acknowl-
edge that racist acts 
of  hate have increased 
dramatically during 
his time as a candi-
date and during his 

administration. As a 
recent study reported 
by the Washington Post 
documented, “coun-
ties that hosted a 2016 
Trump rally saw a 226 
percent increase in hate 
crimes.”

This simply cannot 
be dismissed as purely 
a random matter of  
chance.

Don’t get me wrong. I 
am not saying that the 
president himself  is an 
anti-Semite or racist. 
That misses the point. 
Even if  he is, continu-
ally saying so is not 
only counterproduc-
tive, but it obscures the 
more legitimate worry 
that Trump’s rhetoric 
is likely to empower 
anti-Semitic and racist 
people — those who 
normally are afraid to 
act on their hatred — to 
commit bad deeds.

As I wrote in 2018, we 
have a moral obligation 
to expose this connec-
tive tissue between 
Trump’s rhetoric and 
violent acts. 

Republicans, most 
of  whom are good and 
decent people, must 
do what they haven’t: 
speak out forcefully 
against Trump’s racist-
leaning discourse. They 
must stop normalizing, 
protecting and enabling 
the president just be-
cause they fear political 
repercussions. 

Cowardice is no ex-
cuse for allowing uneth-
ical behavior; declining 
to reprimand Trump is 
tantamount to agreeing 
with him, if  not giving 
him permission.

And whether or not 
we believe the presi-
dent is the cause of  the 
problem, we can surely 
at least admit that he 
could be part of  the 
solution. 

How? By forcefully 
denouncing white su-
premacists, making 
clear he refuses to 
receive support from 
them and declaring that 
white nationalism — 
not our nation’s South-
ern border — is the real 
national emergency.

But he probably won’t. 
Trump surely knows 
that taking these steps 
would potentially erode 
his base and thereby 
lessen the likelihood of  
his re-election in 2020. 

As a result, I fear, he 
will continue at mini-
mum to exploit racism 
and anti-Semitism for 
political purposes — 
and I worry that the 
Republicans in Con-
gress will not have the 
courage to do what they 

know is morally right: 
stop him. 

Editor’s Note: This column 
was originally published 
this week in the Houston 
Chronicle and is reprinted 
here with the author’s 

permission. 
Richard Cherwitz is the 
Ernest S. Sharpe Centen-
nial Professor in the Moody 
College of Communication 
and founder of the Intel-
lectual Entrepreneurship 
Consortium at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin.
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